[image: A magnifying glass with a white bird and a cross

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Magnified Ministries Parish Resource
Episode 2 — What the Church Can Be: The Opportunity of the Pre-Christian Moment
Belonging, goodness, and accompaniment in a changing cultural context.
Episode Summary
In this episode, Fr. Peter Wojcik and Marco Oropeza explore how the Church can thrive in today’s pre-Christian moment — not by returning to past models, but by reimagining community around the human longing for belonging and goodness. The conversation calls leaders to see this cultural shift not as decline but as divine opportunity: an invitation to embody the Gospel through authentic welcome, beauty, and relational accompaniment. Drawing on insights from Gen Z and The Open Generation research, this episode highlights how a Church that listens, loves, and lives the Good News can again become a home for seekers.
Core Insight
“The Church’s greatest credibility today is not in its arguments, but in its goodness — the lived witness of belonging that points to God’s love.”
Reflection for Parish Leaders
Where in our parish do people first experience belonging — and who might still feel unseen or outside that circle?
How do we communicate goodness through beauty, hospitality, and care before we ever speak of doctrine?
What would it mean for our staff and volunteers to embody accompaniment rather than just offer service?
Parish Action Plan
Audit the Experience of Welcome: Walk through your parish from the eyes of a newcomer or non-believer. What do people see, hear, and feel when they encounter your community for the first time?
Form a “Goodness Team”: Invite a small team to reflect monthly on how the parish can better radiate goodness — through storytelling, hospitality, and small acts of kindness.
Practice Accompaniment: Equip ministry leaders to walk with rather than talk at — through one-to-one listening, Alpha discussions, and mentorship.
Create Beauty: Curate visible signs of joy and peace in parish spaces — art, music, and lighting that speak of welcome and hope.
Share Stories: Highlight testimonies of belonging and transformation on parish channels to normalize the language of encounter.
Team Discussion Guide
What stood out most from this episode?
When have you seen “goodness” draw someone toward faith?
What parish moments already create belonging for those on the margins?
If one ministry embodied accompaniment more intentionally, which would it be — and how might we start?
Further Resources
Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium (2013) — “The Church will have to initiate everyone into this art of accompaniment.”
Fr. James Mallon, Divine Renovation (2014) — Practical steps for building missionary culture.
Barna & World Vision, The Open Generation (2023) — Data on Gen Z’s openness to goodness and belonging.
Gaudium et Spes (Vatican II, 1965) — On the Church’s solidarity with the joys and hopes of humanity.
Magnified Ministries Podcast Library — magnifiedministries.org/podcast
🌿 Practical Discernment Tool: “The Goodness Index”
A simple reflection to help teams discern how your parish embodies goodness, belonging, and accompaniment.
Invite your leadership team or ministry heads to reflect and mark where your parish currently stands on each of the following five dimensions of goodness. Then, discuss what one step might help you move toward the 'witness' column in each area.
	Dimension
	Maintenance (Good intentions)
	Movement (Growing awareness)
	Missionary Witness (Embodied goodness)

	Welcome
	Greeters at doors; newcomers noticed but not integrated.
	Intentional follow-up and personal invitations.
	Every member sees hospitality as their call; newcomers find family.

	Beauty & Joy
	Spaces are functional but rarely inspiring.
	Occasional renewal of spaces or music for beauty.
	Beauty, art, and joy are woven into worship and community life.

	Listening & Accompaniment
	Programs deliver content efficiently.
	Staff and volunteers listen more deeply to stories.
	Culture of shared journeying; accompaniment is the norm.

	Stories of Goodness
	Parish communications focus on announcements.
	Testimonies of grace and kindness occasionally shared.
	Stories of transformation and mercy are part of the parish identity.

	Community Compassion
	Outreach projects happen seasonally.
	More regular volunteer service and charity.
	Parish is known in the neighborhood for tangible goodness and care.


After rating, discuss together:
Where is the Holy Spirit already cultivating goodness among us?
Which dimension most needs prayer and intentional growth?
What single visible act of goodness could our parish commit to in the next 60 days?

Free resource for parish leaders from Magnified Ministries
Helping the Church engage Gen Z and renew her mission in a pre-Christian world.
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